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No rest for the researcher
WAKE UP
with the
QCS
Sports:

Tucumcari High athlete
has emotional senior year.
— Page 1B

❏ Scientists say summer is filled
with teaching and field work.
By Alisa Boswell
MANAGING EDITOR
aboswell@thenews.email

Most people may see summer as a time of relaxation.
But when you run a dinosaur
museum, summer vacation
doesn’t exist, according to the
scientists of the Mesalands
Community College Dinosaur
Museum.
With history to be dug up
and more classes to teach,
there’s no time for throwing
your feet up, said museum
Director Gretchen Gurtler.
“I turned in my grades for
finals on Monday and my first
class (for the summer) starts
Saturday,” Gurtler said last
week as she sat hovering over
her computer and a stack of
paperwork.
“I have the next group (of
students) coming the following Wednesday and, on top of

that, we had two school tours
today. This is the time of year
when school tours are coming
in, so that’s a little intense,”
she said.
Gurtler said there will be an
all-day class at the museum on
June 19 in which children get
to work with fossils. Parents
can sign up their children with
Donna Garcia at the community college.
Then there will be a college
credit geology class June 2630 with about 15 students
enrolled that will be a mix of
students majoring in the field
and those who are just interested in field research.
“We don’t do just dinosaur
digging. We’re also hosting
Appalachian State out of
North Carolina, and their
department of geology will be
here Wednesday (today), and
they’re looking at the stratigraphy of the region, because it’s

a really interesting study here,”
she said. “This is also the second
year
we’ve
had
researchers in from Oslo,
Norway, and they are looking
at the Benito Fault.”
Museum Curator Axel
Hungerbuehler said there is a
very mixed clientele with summer classes for the community
college.
"My own program’s students, then we have college
students who need a science
credit class, but they are from
other disciplines. Then every
time, we have high school students who are interested in
digging up dinosaurs,” he said,
adding that the program also
gets retirees and other regular
community members.
Hungerbuehler said he will
also once again be working
with the Cottonwood Gulch
Foundation of Albuquerque,
which has a base camp in the
Zuni Mountains.
The foundation hosts sumMUSEUM on Page 2A

Education:

Courtesy photo

Students on a field class dig the fossil remains of a
dinosaur in Quay County as part of the paleontology
course. Museum scientists stay busy all summer with
the many field classes they hold, according to Curator
Axel Hungerbuehler.

TRACK AND FIELD DAY
Tucumcari students
honored for straight As.
— Page 3A
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Tucumcari third-fifth graders race along the Tucumcari High School track Thursday during Elementary School Track and Field Day. The event
included multiple races and obstacle course. See more photos and story on page 1B.
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6 House grads move on to next chapter
❏ Salutatorian:
Attending House
changed my life.
By Thomas Garcia
QCS SENIOR WRITER
tgarcia@qcsunonline.com

Six graduates started the
next chapter of their lives
Sunday at House High
School.
The commencement ceremony served dual purposes
honoring the three graduates
of House High School and
the three graduates of The
Learning Center.
House
Superintendent

Lecil Richards welcomed the
families to the celebration of
the graduates’ accomplishments.
“Welcome, we are glad you
are here to help celebrate the
hard work these six graduates
have done to get here today,”
Richards said, adding that the
graduates will bring respect
in their accomplishments. He
added that the six young men
and women have earned this
honor.
“House Schools is much
more than the institution
where I receive my diploma,”
said Jason Hughes, salutatorian.
He said in many ways,
House schools saved him,

leading him down a path of
physical, spiritual and educational improvements. He said
before coming to House
Schools he had issues with
discipline.
“I spent time in the principal’s office and performed
my share of disciplinary
action,” Hughes said during
his speech.
Hughes said attending
House schools changed his
life for the better. He said
joining the athletic programs,
he gained self-confidence,
and through the mentoring of
his teachers and support of
his classmates, he flourished
HOUSE on Page 2A
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Pam Richards, right, gets animated during her guest
speech during Sunday's commencement ceremonies at
House High School.
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Event Calendar
Today
■
Tucumcari/Quay
Regional
Emergency
Communication Board: 10
a.m., Tucumcari City Hall
Monday
■
Quay
County
Commission: 9 a.m., Quay
County Courthouse
■ Library Advisory Board:
5:15 p.m., Tucumcari Library
Tuesday
■ City Finance Board: 10
a.m., Tucumcari City Hall
■ Economic Development
Corporation: Noon, economic development corporation
■ Planning and Zoning
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Advisory Board: 5:15 p.m.,
Tucumcari City Hall
May 25
■ City Commission: 6
p.m., Tucumcari City Hall
■
Housing
Authority
Board: 5 p.m., Tucumcari
City Hall
June 1-4
■ Rockabilly on the Route:
All
day,
Tucumcari
Convention Center
Service clubs
■
Altrusa
Club
of
Tucumcari: Noon, first and
third Wednesday of each
month,
Pow
Wow
Restaurant, 801 W. Route

Jump
from Page 1
academically.
“Because of the teachers of House schools,
I can embrace who I am,” Hughes said. “I
want to thank my classmates for pushing me
to be better and the teachers for all of the
opportunities they provided for me to improve
myself.”
House schools isn’t just a school; it is where
I met my friends, where we played together,
learned and grew into the people we are today,
said Shaylee Moon, class valedictorian.
Moon recalled several stories of her time at
House schools; one memory included ditching
art class with a classmate to do math homework in the bathroom, so they wouldn’t have
to do it later.
“It took five minutes for the guilt and fear to
kick in before we returned to art class,” Moon
said. “If you couldn’t tell, we were real rebel-

66. Call 575-461-1377.
Support groups
■ Alcoholics Anonymous
unity group: 7 p.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays and
Sundays,1704 S. Fourth St.
■ Alcoholics Anonymous
and Narcotics Anonymous: 7
p.m.,
Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays and
Sundays 1704 S. Fourth St.
To list items in the calendar,
email
tgarcia@qcsunonline.com
or call 575- 461-1952. The
deadline
is
10
a.m.
Monday.

lious students.”
Moon said she will carry memories from
her time at House schools with her for the rest
of her life. She said the students, teachers and
staff have given her the support she needed
throughout her school years.
“I hope I will become someone who you
can be proud of,” Moon said.
As you start the next chapter of your life,
you need to remember the 80/20 rule, said
Pam Richards, guest speaker.
Pam said 80 percent of the people the graduates will meet will have a positive impact on
their lives and 20 percent will have a negative
influence. She said in most cases a person is
inclined to hang out with the 20 percent. She
told the graduates to avoid these negative
influences that could keep them from a successful future.
Pam said graduates need to make good
sound choices, not make a rash decision they
could regret later.
“(E+R) equals ‘W,’ an event plus your
response will determine what you get,” Pam
said.

■ Farrel Batson took over
his new duties as deputy on
Sheriff Claude Moncus’
staff.
■ Jack Rose from Porter
was added to the Tucumcari
Police Force, Chief Houston
Braff announced.
■ City Manager W.T.
Williamson announced that
the city swimming pool at
Metropolitan Park would
open the first week in June.

■ The chamber of commerce directors met in a
regular session at the chamber office in the Conchas
Hotel.
■ Registered nurses in the
county worked closely with
the local medical society
and the Civil Defense
organization in planning a
unified defense movement.
Pages Past is compiled
by Editor David Stevens.
Contact him at:
dstevens@thenews.email

Setting it Straight
In the May 10 edition of the newspaper, a photo caption regarding the Tucumcari Lady
Rattlers softball team had the incorrect name. Pictured was Kyeli Collins.
In the May 3 edition of the newspaper, an article regarding the proposed borehole
project in Nara Visa gave incorrect information. Phase 2 of the project entails public outreach and education, permitting and regulatory approvals, developing a draft drilling and
test plan and developing a “buy local” supplier program.
The Eastern New Mexico News endeavors to accurately report local news events.
Errors of fact will be corrected in a timely and appropriate manner. Please notify
Managing Editor Kevin Wilson of errors by calling 575-763-6991.

Museum
from Page 1

Find the latest
local news and sports
on the Web at:

www.qcsunonline.com

mer camps for high school students, taking them out to the
wilderness of New Mexico,
Utah, Arizona and Colorado,
he said, adding that he has
joined the program the last
several years to do presentations on paleontology, traveling with students to excavation
sites.
“The last three years, I have
taken them to sites here in eastern New Mexico,” he said.
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“It’s also a variety of different
types of students with different
backgrounds. It makes for an
interesting summer.”
Then there is more than one
week-long field class to be
held locally this summer, he
said, including one held for
students from McLennan
Community College out of
Waco, Texas.
“Towards the end of the
field weeks, it gets a little bit
rougher. You’re out there every
day, all day in 100 degrees, so
towards the end, you are thinking, 'I don’t want to do this
anymore,'” he said, laughing.
“It’s fun in the beginning. You
get out of the classroom, and
you do different things
throughout the summer that I
normally don’t during the
school year. You’re out there
doing practical things. But just
like anything, you do it every
day, all day, it gets boring, and
you look forward to going
back to the classroom.”
Anyone interested in field
research or classes, can contact
the museum at 575-461-3466.

• Published Wednesdays
by Clovis Media Inc.,
Sixth and Pile Streets,
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Advance payment is required on all subscriptions.
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Students honored for straight As
CORRESPONDENT REPORT

Success doesn’t always
come easy, even to good students.
That was the lesson
Benjamin Arenas, a 2005
Tucumcari High School
graduate, conveyed to
Tucumcari High School and
middle school straight-A students May 9 at the schools’
annual
Academic
Recognition Banquet.
The dinner and ceremony
were held at Tucumcari
Middle School’s Mesa
Cafeteria.
Just in the past few
months, Arenas received a
doctorate in pharmacy from
Texas Tech University’s
Health Sciences Center in
Amarillo, qualifying him to
be a registered pharmacist.
Arenas recounted emotional hurdles that delayed
his education, including the
death of his father and a relationship break-up that devastated him emotionally. Good

friends and perseverance
pulled him through the program, even after one semester in which he failed key
classes, he said.
His bottom line advice:
“It’s okay to ask for help,
and failure is okay,” as long
as you keep going.
A total of nine middle
school students and 22 high
school students received
awards for earning all As in
their academic work.
As they were introduced
by TMS Principal Lendall
Borden and THS Principal
Nicole Bright-Lesly, the students were congratulated by
Tucumcari school board
members Carlos Romero and
Corrine
Hayes
and
Superintendent
Aaron
McKinney.
Straight-A students at
Tucumcari Middle School
for 2016-17:
■ Tierra Bason
■ Amish Bhakta
■ Natalie Hayes

■ Michael Haynes
■ Nathaniel Mardo
■ Tyrus McCaughtry
■ Payton Oliver
■ Dezmon Pacheco
■ Julianna Rivera
Straight A students at
Tucumcari High School for
201 6-17:
■ Angelina Arellano
■ Christopher Arellano
■ Jaxon Arguello
■ Brenna Benton
■ Shant Bhakta
■ Shiv Bhakta
■ Gerald Brown
■ Kayla Cherry
■ Kyeli Collins
■ Melina Encinias
■ Tyler Fanska
■ Syndey Goldston
■ Kaleb Hayes
■ Daniel Holguin
■ Kamelia Lamm
■ Kaycee Lease
■ Cristal Madrid
■ David Mardo III
■ Reagan Runyon
■ Adena Schaff
■ Destiny Zukevich

Correspondent photo: Steve Hansen

Destiny Zukevich, Tucumcari High School all-A student, receives a handshake from
Tucumcari Schools Superintendent Aaron McKinney.

Correspondent photo: Steve
Hansen

Natalie
Hayes,
a
Tucumcari High School
all-A student, gets a hug
from her grandmother
Corrine Hayes, as she
receives a plaque for
receiving all As.

Correspondent photo: Steve Hansen

From left, Tucumcari High School all-A award winners Kayla Cherry, Shiv Bhakta,
Sydney Goldston and Kaycee Lease share laughter after the Academic Recognition
Banquet May 9 in Tucumcari Middle School’s Mesa Cafeteria.

Jail log
The
following
were
booked into the Quay
County Detention Center
May 4-12:
■ Michael Benavides, 21,
shoplifting ($250 or less),
resisting,
evading
or
obstructing an officer
■ Kaycee L. Langston, 18,
shoplifting ($250 or less),
resisting,
evading
or
obstructing an officer
■ Corey Patten, 45, driving while license suspended,
no seat belts
■ James Dean Cordova,
35, driving under the influence of drugs, aggravated
fleeing of a law enforcement
officer, tampering with evidence, possession of drug
paraphernalia, reckless driving and more
■ Justin Ray Fisher, 29,
probation violation
■
Nicole
Christina
Burrage, 33, warrant in other
counties
■ Louis Engel, 33, contempt of court
■ Jamie Angel Rivas, 18,
contempt of court
■
Clinton
Wayne
Cordova, 36, possession of a
controlled substance, criminal solicitation to commit
tampering with evidence,
open container
■ Ronda Lopes, 38, concealing identity
The
following
were
released from the Quay
County Detention Center
May 4-12:
■
Orlando
Brian
Blackmon, 23, transfer to
another facility

■ Caroline Gay Bailey,
49, time served
■
Nicole
Christina
Burrage, 33, released by
court order
■ Ricardo Chavez, 39,
time to be served in the
Department of Corrections
■ Anthony Gallegos, 36,
time to be served in the DOC
■ Kaycee L. Langston, 18,
bond
■ Lawrence Poncho Rivas
Jr., 21, time to be served in
the DOC
■ Oscar Luis Torres, 27,
time to be served in the DOC
■
Clinton
Wayne
Cordova, 36, bond
■ Anthony Gallegos, 36,
time to be served in the DOC
■ Nathaniel J. Lopez, 19,
time served
■ Jamie Angel Rivas, 18,
bond
■ Michael Benavides, 21,
bond
■ Louis Engel, 33, bond
■ Darius J. Martinez, 27,
time served
■ Brooklan B. Schacht,
23, time served
■ Linda S. Chacon, 43,
bond
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Viewpoint
Health care
solutions up
for debate

I

t was always going to be easier to talk about
“repeal and replace” of the ailing Affordable
Care Act, aka Obamacare, than to do it, but
House Republicans, at the urging of President
Trump, have taken the first major step in that
direction — albeit into the unknown.
By a razor-thin margin of 217-213, the GOPcontrolled chamber gave Speaker Paul Ryan, RWisconsin, and the president a major legislative
victory while delivering on a major campaign
promise.
Whether the legislation, which is derided by
Democrats, assailed by activists and replete with
questions, will lead to a better system or the
equivalent of politically assisted suicide for
Republicans is the subject of much debate.
The legislation was stitched together at a frenetic pace with the goal of getting enough
Republican moderates and conservatives on
board to pass it in Trump’s first 100 days.
There was no hope of any Democrat help —
any more than there was any Republican support
for Obamacare.
While Democrats were almost giddy at the
prospect of voter revolt over House passage of
“Trumpcare,” there are some things voters
should keep in mind:
Obamacare is broken. Premiums are soaring.
Mounting deductibles are a killer for many families. Most of the Obama-established cooperatives
that were supposed to change the face of health
care insurance and delivery have gone out of
business.
And Medicaid? Lots of new people did, in fact,
get new insurance via Medicaid expansion:
Cadillac insurance plans with no deductibles and
virtually no co-pays. Want name brand drugs
instead of generics? No problem. Want to go to
the emergency room with sniffles because it’s
convenient? That’s OK, too.
But there are two big problems with the
Medicaid golden goose: Providers say reimbursements aren’t meeting their actual costs, and it is
busting state budgets, including New Mexico’s.
And that doesn’t even take into account the unintended social consequence of people opting not to
take a job, or a raise, or work more hours because
the higher income would threaten their Medicaid
and other benefits.
House Republicans say their legislation will
lead to lower premiums, while protecting people
with pre-existing conditions. Those claims and
others are up for debate.
And as for fiscal impact, who knows? The legislation was pushed through without even waiting
for a Congressional Budget Office score.
But while it’s fair to criticize House
Republicans for some aspects of the legislation,
as well as the process, they also deserve some
credit. It might be bitter medicine, but this
process had to start somewhere if the patient is
going to survive.
— Albuquerque Journal

Opinion page policies
Editorials
Unsigned editorials are the opinion of the
Clovis Media Inc.’s editorial board, which consists of Publisher Rob Langrell and Editor David
Stevens. All other views expressed on this page
are those of their authors.
Letters to the editor
They should be on topics of public interest, not
private disputes, and no more than 300 words.
Email letters to dstevens@thenews.email or call
763-6991.
Guest columns
Please contact Editor David Stevens at
dstevens@thenews.email or call 763-6991.

Advice to grads: Try hard
A

t this time of
graduations and
hopeful, forwardlooking young faces, I’m
going to tell a failure story.
I have a master of business administration degree.
MBAs used to be a ticket
to success in business leadership careers, but that was
long ago. MBAs from the
best schools in the nation
can still launch lucrative
careers, but not so much at
lesser institutions.
For me, the MBA
involved years of hard
work and persistence.
Ultimately, it didn’t
work in the way I intended, though.
Here’s where it failed: I
had lingered too long in an
area where MBAs don’t
apply.
I was 55 years old when
I received the degree and

Steve
Hansen
◆
Local columnist

could not parlay it into
something different, even
in a company as large as
the one that employed me.
Can my failure story
help a young person succeed?
I think so.
Even though I’ve never
made full use of the MBA,
I’ve never regretted a
minute of the effort I made
to get it.
What I’ve learned from
the effort has taught me
much about studying and
thinking in greater depth.
And not just about

money, marketing, and
management.
The MBA did not succeed, but it has helped me
be more successful at other
things.
That’s how failure
instructs. You gather what
you’ve learned and push
on.
Now comes my advice to
young graduates.
You should never stop
learning, exploring and
working at something.
The earlier you start on
this process the more likely you are to succeed in
something you really love,
because you will have
earned it.
Passions for entertainment, which often dominate teenage minds, don’t
get very many people very
far.
Entertainment success
involves exceptional talent,

exceptionally long, hard
work, and lots of luck.
The other 99.9 percent of
us have to find and earn a
real passion, and then
bring it with us everywhere.
My advice for new grads
is to try hard, fail, explore
and try some more until
something comes along
that you learn to love,
because you’ve learned to
do it well and you’ve put
so much into it.
And if you really love
what you’re doing, you’re
going to continue to learn,
explore, work hard and
love it more.
Steve Hansen writes
about our life and times
from his perspective of a
retired Tucumcari journalist.
Contact him at:
stevenmhansen@
plateautel.net

It’s not OK when Trump does it

O

ne of the few politicians, political
operatives, reporters
or pundits in Washington,
D.C., who has a firm grasp
on what it means to serve at
the pleasure of the president
is former director of the FBI
James Comey.
In a letter to selected FBI
staff, Comey writes: “I have
long believed that a President
can fire an FBI Director for
any reason, or for no reason
at all. I’m not going to spend
time on the decision or the
way it was executed. I hope
you won’t either. It is done,
and I will be fine, although I
will miss you and the mission deeply.”
Last summer after his press
conference in which Comey
asserted that “no responsible
prosecutor would bring this
case” against Hillary Clinton,
he was hailed as a hero by

Mallard Fillmore

Rube
Render
◆
Local
columnist

Democrats in both houses of
Congress and despised by
Republicans as a sellout to
the White House.
In October, when he
reopened the case with what
he claimed was new information, Democrats despised him
and Republicans hailed this
latest man of the people.
What we have here is a
case where everyone in
Washington called for the
head of James Comey and
yet when the president decided to fire him it has created a
constitutional crisis.

When President Truman
fired Gen. Douglas
MacArthur in April 1951
during the Korean War he
stated, “I fired him because
he wouldn’t respect the
authority of the president … I
didn’t fire him because he
was a dumb SOB, although
he was, but that’s not against
the laws for generals.”
This firing of a commanding general and Medal of
Honor winner during time of
war did not create a constitutional crisis, quite possibly
because MacArthur served at
the pleasure of the president.
Democrat leaders who in
the not-too-distant past called
for Comey’s firing now claim
they have some concern as to
why the president decided to
fire him.
Most hilarious of all is
Congresswoman Maxine
Waters who stated it would

have been all right for Hillary
Clinton to fire Comey, but
not all right for Trump to do
the same.
Waters has been leading
the charge to impeach Trump
since before his inauguration.
As usual there is a cadre of
elected Republicans who are
expressing doubt as to why
Trump fired Comey “at this
time.” The president overestimates his support from
Congress.
There are two parties in the
Congress as Editor Matthew
Continetti notes, with tongue
firmly in cheek. “One of
them is leaderless, divided,
focused only on stopping the
president. The other is the
Democrats.”
Rube Render is the Curry
County Republican chairman. Contact him at:
rube.render@actsnm.com

Bruce Tinsley

Contact us
Letters and columns
should be sent to:
Via mail
Editor
The Eastern New
Mexico News
P.O. Box 1689
Clovis, NM 88101
Via fax
(575) 742-1349
Via e-mail
dstevens@thenews.email
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(2) WGN
(3) KVII
(4) MTV
(5) TBS
(6) KCIT
(7) KVII
(8) KOB
(9) KAMR
(10) KFDA
(11) KENW
(12) KOAT
(13) KRQE
(14) FSNM
(15) CNN
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WGN
KVII
MTV
TBS
KCIT
KVII
KOB
KAMR
KFDA
KENW
KOAT
KRQE
FSNM
CNN
MSNBC
KASA
MAX
TLC
ESPN

WGN (IND) Chicago
KVII-CW (Amarillo)
MTV
TBS Superstation
KCIT-FOX (Amarillo)
KVII-ABC (Amarillo)
KOB-NBC (Albuquerque)
KAMR-NBC (Amarillo)
KFDA-CBS (Amarillo)
KENW (PBS) Portales
KOAT (ABC) Albuquerque
KRQE-CBS (Albuquerque)
FSN-New Mexico
CNN
MSNBC
KASA (FOX) Albuquerque
Cinemax
The Learning Channel
ESPN

(22) HBO
(23) FAM
(25) USA
(27) A&E
(28) GALA
(29) NICK
(30) AMC
(33) UNI
(34) CNBC
(35) LIFE
(36) TNT
(37) SPIKE
(38) HIST
(39) TOON
(40) HALL
(41) SYFY
(42) DISC
(44) NBCSN
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CNBC
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TNT
SPIKE
HIST
TOON
HALL
SYFY
DISC
NBCSN

(4) MTV
(5) TBS
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
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(11)
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(21)
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Senior year tale of wins, tragedy, heart
By Thomas Garcia
QCS SENIOR WRITER
tgarcia@qcsunonline.com

This weekend’s commencement ceremonies at
area high schools will mark
the end and beginning of
chapters in the lives of local
seniors.
But for Joseph Benavidez,
it will be the final milestone
in what has been a tumultuous senior year.
Benavidez, a senior at San
Jon High School, said he
started his final year with
goals, expectations and
desires.
“It was the last chance I
would have as a Coyote to
win a state football championship,” Benavidez said,
adding that a state football
championship was an
achievement he and his fellow teammates had been
pursuing since junior high.
The Coyotes had not
appeared in the six-man
state football tournament
since 2011. The San Jon
Coyotes co-opted with the
Grady high school for sixman football in 2012.
Following the co-op, the
Coyotes improved, but after
loosing one quarterfinal and
three semi-final games, the
prize seemed just out of
reach. In the 2015 six-man
state semi-finals, the
Coyotes (7-1, 4-0) lost their
sole game of the season to
the Floyd Broncos (5-4, 2-2)
— a team they had beaten
60-32 two weeks prior.
“We were undefeated; we
were supposed to win that
game, move on and win

state,” Benavidez said.
Benavidez said the support of family, friends and
the community helped keep
the team motivated. He said
his family was always at his
games. His sister, Lindsey
Benavidez, would be sure to
talk or text him after every
game to tell him he had
done good.
The Coyotes would once
again qualified for the 2016
six-man football tournament
where in the semi-finals,
two-seed San Jon beat threeseed Vaughn 26-20 to move
on to the championship. The
Coyotes had earned their
shot at the title, and as an
added bonus, the seven-seed
Lake Arthur upset of top
ranked Animas and San Jon
would host the championship game.
San Jon won 47-46 on
Nov. 12, earning the first
state football title in school
history.
“The previous year’s loss
had humbled us, making our
championship win even
more enjoyable,” Benavidez
said.
Benavidez celebrated the
win, hoisting the blue state
champions six-man football
trophy along with his teammates, in front of their families and hometown crowd.
Benavidez’ year was off
to good start. A fall football
championship, followed by
an equally strong winter
basketball season, had the
Coyotes second in District
4-1A standings and a sure
thing in for the state tournament. Despite closing out
the regular season with a
66-59 district tournament

championship loss on Feb.
25 at Melrose, things
seemed to be right on track
for Benavidez.
However, Benavidez and
his family’s world would
forever change one day
later.
Lindsey, his sister, was
killed in a vehicle accident
in Littlefield, Texas.
“It’s hard to talk about it,”
Benavidez said. “We (family) have all been each
other’s support system
through this tragedy.”
In the following weeks,
the family grieved and made
preparations; they laid
Lindsey to rest on March 2
in Tucumcari.
For the family, the world
had come to a halt, but outside their circle, events continued to unfold. The nineseed Coyotes were set to
host the first state tournament game on March 4
against Coronado.
“I tried to stay busy to
keep my mind off all that
was going on,” Benavidez
said. “I had to be strong, no
matter how low life seemed.
I had to keep pushing forward; that is what my sister
would have said.”
Benavidez said he had hit
rock bottom, and the only
way out was to climb back
up. He said he knew his sister was watching over him,
so he had to be strong.
Benavidez played in the
first round game in which
the Coyotes beat Coronado
68-60 and advanced to the
next round to play top
ranked Quemado.
In the quarterfinals, the
nine-seed Coyotes rallied

Staff Photo: Thomas Garcia

Jospeh Benavidez competes in the long jump during a track meet on March 25 at
Logan. Benavidez won and set the state record for the long jump on May 6 at the 1A
state track and field event in Albuquerque.
state record in all three
riage.
late in the game, with
In a short time, Benavidez events.
Benavidez blocking three
“I was nervous before I
shots in the final minutes — and his family had suffered
competed in my final race at
the loss of two loved ones.
shots that would have given
He said if not for his family, state,” Benavidez said. “I
the Quemado Eagles the
had been competing against
friends and his sister’s spirlead.
it, he could have very easily a runner from Melrose
Ultimately, the Coyotes
throughout the season.”
would fall short, 63-62, end- let the negativity win.
Benavidez said as he took
Instead, Benavidez
ing season.
his mark at the starting line,
pushed on, focusing his
“We were supposed to
it felt like his sister was
energy on competing in
lose that game; no one had
there with him, and he had
track events. He qualified
expected us to play them
to give it everything.
and competed in the 1A
that close,” Benavidez said.
After the race, Benavidez
state track and field event
“Even though we lost, we
awaited the results, and
on May 6 at the University
can hold our heads high.”
when they announced he
Benavidez said he contin- of New Mexico in
had won, he said he colAlbuquerque.
ued to keep busy, focusing
Benavidez won three indi- lapsed in the infield.
on his studies and track and
“My sister was with me;
vidual state championships
field. Tragedy would once
she is with me always,
in the 100 meter run, long
again enter his world a
watching over me,”
jump and triple jump. He
month later when his half
would also break and set the Benavidez said.
brother died in a miscar-

Elementary students take part in annual track and field day
STAFF REPORT

The annual Tucumcari
Elementary School Track and
Field Day event was an overall
success, according to its coordinator Gary Hittson.
Hittson, along with teaching
at the elementary school, also
coaches high school cross
country, track and basketball.
He said he has been running
the elementary track event for
10 years, and “it was going on
before I got here, so it’s been
going on a while.”
The even is a kind of end of
school year celebration in
which third-fifth graders compete in various obstacle courses
and races. Two new events this
year were a kick ball tournament and the scooter board
races.
Hittson said the kick ball
tournament moved a little sluggishly in its first year due to
weather, the usually housing
down of students by the
Tucumcari Fire Department
was canceled due to the weather turning cold later in the day.
“Overall, I think it was a
good day. All of the kids
seemed happy and overall,
exhausted,” he said with a
laugh. “It was a long, tiring day,
but it was fun. Fun was had by
all.”
And it couldn’t have happened without a lot of volunteers, Hittson said.
“I would like to thank all of
the volunteers who helped. A
lot of the high school kids came
over and helped,” he said.

Track and field day events:
400 Relay first place winners
■ Third grade: Mrs. Kelly
Keer’s Class
■ Fourth grade: Mrs. Pat
Sherwood’s class
■ Fifth grade: Mrs. Monica
Filpi’s class
800 Relay first place winners
■ Third grade: Mrs. Kim
Rich’s class
■ Fourth grade: Mrs.
Sherwood’s class
■ Fifth grade: Mrs. Filpi’s
class
Shuttle Relay first place
winners
■ Third grade: Mr. Ernie
Rogers’ class
■ Fourth grade: Mrs.
Sherwood’s class
■ Fifth grade: Mrs. Filpi’s
class

Staff photo: Alisa Boswell

Staff photo: Alisa Boswell

Angel Soto, 9, and his classmates laugh after he falls
over.

Sabrien Benavidez, 9,
jumps across the field.

Staff photo: Alisa Boswell

Sadie Collins, 9, gives a
big jump to win her sack
race.

Staff photo: Alisa Boswell
Staff photo: Alisa Boswell

Xavier Belanger, 9, pushes himself along .

Tucumcari fourth graders fly past each other.

Longhorns, Lady Longhorns basketball teams’ new head coaches announced
By Alisa Boswell
MANAGING EDITOR
aboswell@thenews.email

A new face will be heading
up boys basketball at Logan
Municipal Schools next
school year.
Logan High School graduate Kyle Griffiths will be joining the school district from
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma,
where he currently teaches
elementary school physical
education and coaches high
school football. He coached
basketball his previous nine
years in Oklahoma.
Coach Randy Robertson

recently left the school district.
Griffiths grew up in
Deming but spent his junior
and senior years in high
school at Logan schools
where he played basketball,
baseball and football, as well
as ran track.
He played in all-state basketball, baseball, football and
track with his track team winning all-state in his senior
year. He was also named the
player of the year in basketball in his senior year.
“I’ve always thought it was
a great school. It has always
been a place I wanted to come
back to if I could. I made a lot

of memories there and made a
lot of memories playing sports
there,” Griffiths said of Logan
schools, adding that he hopes
to have made the move back
to New Mexico sometime in
June.
“I know Logan has a proud
tradition in academics and
athletics ... just being able to
come back to a place that had
a big impact on my life is
something I look forward to,”
Griffiths said. “That and being
closer to family I still have
there and being able to reconnect with people I haven’t
seen in a long time.”
Griffiths said his uncle,
Jerry Franklin, was one of his

high school coaches and had a
big impact on him.
Billy Burns, the current athletic director in Logan
schools, was also one of his
coaches and was “the main
reason I got into teaching and
coaching.”
Griffiths will be the elementary school physical education teacher along with
being the high school boys
basketball coach.
“I just love to impact young
people and the challenge of
getting them to perform at a
high level,” he said.
“Whatever we can do to build
a great program. Impacting
kids lives through sports is

something that I’ve always
enjoyed.”
Logan schools
Superintendent Dennis Roch
said he was excited to be able
to announce Griffiths as the
new head coach.
“His legacy in Logan as a
student and student athlete
and his experience teaching
athletics in other states are
really going to be an asset in
building our boys program,
and I look forward to a lot of
successes to come,” Roch said
of Griffith.
Griffiths replaces
Robertson, who coached the
Longhorns for three years
with a record of 43-40, two

2A state tournament appearances including a 2015 sate
runner-up title.
A familiar face will be serving as the new girls head basketball coach with former
assistant coach Glynna Strand
replacing former head coach
Rhyan Daugherty.
Daugherty was in his second year as head coach of the
Lady Longhorns. He had a
record of 45-15, a District 62A championship (2016) and
two 2A state basketball tournament appearances including
a 2016 state runner-up title.
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Community Service Award

QUAY COUNTY SUN

Martin Encinias Angel was presented with a certificate and a pin for Community
Service by the Tucumcari Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.
From left is Wanda Evans, Community Service Chair, Martin Encinias Angel and Gi
Gi Parker, DAR member.
Encinias Angel is a charter member of Helping Hands Hospice, volunteers at St.
Vincent de Paul’s Society that provides clothing and services to those in need, and
the Tucumcari Elks Lodge #1172.

Fishing Report

Answer key on page: 4B

Find the latest
local news and sports
on the Web at:

www.qcsunonline.com
Answer key on page: 4B

The fishing report has
been generated from the best
information available from
Department of Game and
Fish officers and anglers.
Conditions
encountered
after the report is compiled
may differ, however, as
stream, lake and weather
conditions alter fish and
angler activities.
Blue Hole Park Pond:
Fishing was good using garlic
and salmon peach PowerBait,
garlic cheese, worms and
salmon eggs for trout. Fishing
was good using night crawlers
and blood bait for catfish.
Clayton Lake: Fishing was
good using spinners, worms
and PowerBait for rainbow
trout. We had no reports on
other species. Due to low
water conditions, the boat
ramp remains closed.
Conchas Lake: Fishing
was very good using crank
baits, sweet beavers, top water
lures, worms, tubes, Senkos,
jigs and curly tail grubs for
largemouth bass and smallmouth bass. Fishing was good
using chartreuse and white
crank baits for white bass.
Fishing was fair using crank
baits, jig and minnow combinations and spinner minnow
combinations for walleye.

Fishing was fair using night
crawlers, stink bait and cut
bait for catfish. Fishing was
good using minnows for crappie.
Oasis Park Lake: Fishing
was fair to good using blood
baits for channel catfish. We
had no other reports.
Santa Rosa Lake: Fishing
was good using swim baits,
spinner baits, Senkos, sweet
beavers, tubes, jerk baits and
crank baits for largemouth
bass and smallmouth bass.
Fishing was good using minnows and small tubes and jigs
for crappie. Fishing was fair
to good using tubes, minnows, crank baits, curly tail
grubs and spinner night
crawler combinations for
walleye. We had no other
reports.
Ute Lake: Fishing was
good using crank baits, jigs
and minnows for walleye. The
best reports came from
anglers trolling crank baits.
Fishing for white bass picked
up a bit this past week. Best
baits were crank baits,
Kastmasters and grubs.
Fishing for largemouth bass
and smallmouth bass was
very good using tubes,
Senkos, crank baits, jerk baits
and spinner baits. Anglers

finding the right brush did
very well using minnows and
small plastics for crappie. We
had no other reports.

Catch of the
Week
Conchas Lake: Aryanna
Vasquez, 6, of Las Vegas,
caught a 25-inch catfish May
6. She was using worms.
MykelJon Vasquez, 8, of Las
Vegas caught an 18-inch
largemouth bass May 6. He
was using a red worm jig.
Tom McWhorter of Bosque
Farms caught and released a
4.66-pound largemouth bass
April 29.
Ute Lake: Nic Lubera, 16,
of Clovis, caught a 23-inch
walleye May 7. He was using
a live minnow. Monty
Landcaster of Logan caught
and released a 4.68-pound
largemouth bass May 7.
If you have a catch of the
week story, send it to fishnm@hotmail.com
Include date, location,
type of fish, length and bait
used to catch the fish.
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Meetings Watch
At their May 8 meeting,
Quay County commissioners took the following
actions:
• Approved a four-year
contract with the New
Mexico Department of
Health in which the county
pays $765 for maintenance
services for the county’s
health services office at 310
S.
Second
Street
in
Tucumcari.
• Approved dues and delegates to the Eastern Plains
Council of Governments.
The county pays $2,300 to
maintain
membership.

Obituaries

Franklin McCasland, the
commission’s chair, was
chosen as the delegate and
Richard Primrose, county
manager, was chosen as the
alternate.
• Approved a $33,000 contract with RPC, a Carlsbad
accounting firm with an
office in Clovis, to conduct
state audits for the county for
the next fiscal year beginning July 1.
—
Compiled
by
Correspondent
Steve
Hansen

Letter to the Editor
Disagreements natural in government
Rube Render’s column in
which he alleged scientists
have failed in their obligations did a poor job backing
up his allegations.
He picked out two
instances in which two different scientist gave their opinion on two different subjects
that proved not to be accurate.
Their opinions were not
backed up by the majority of
scientists.
The fundamental reason
for science is to determine
the facts. They do not hesitate to question any position,
they follow the facts; politicians follow the money.
The fact that lead in drinking water causes devastating
effects in children has been
known by everyone, except
Fox news devotees, for a
long time.
Those Environmental
Protection Agency regulations are based on facts and
are intended to protect our
environment.
Ever hear of acid rain?
Streams that burn? What lead
in gasoline does to air?

If our current EPA head
gets his way, we may get to
see all those glorious things
come back.
Global warming is a scientific fact and those that deny
it are doing so for one basic
reason: Money. They do not
want the status quo to
change.
Trump wants to bring back
coal (he says today). That
would be like putting your
money on the covered wagon
instead of Ford.
China is investing in clean
energy and Tesla.
Some Republicans are
coming out now and saying
global warming is real and
needs to be addressed. They
are the hope of a Republican
party that stands for something.
Our country relies on two
parties that place the best
interest of the country first.
Disagreements are natural
and compromise is essential
to govern.
Leon Logan
Tucumcari

Senior Menus
The following are the
menus for the
Tucumcari and Logan
senior centers in Quay
County for today
through May 25:
Coffee, tea and milk
served daily

Logan
Thursday: Carne adovada, Spanish rice, squash,
flour tortilla, Jell-O with
fruit
Friday: Grilled turkey
sandwich, sautéed potatoes
with peppers, vegetables
soup, tapioca pudding
Monday: Hamburger
steak, mashed potatoes with
gravy, green beans, biscuit,
cottage cheese, fruit salad
Tuesday: Chicken sandwich, tater tots, celery
sticks, cottage cheese,
peaches
Wednesday: Pork ribs,
baked potato, salad with
dressing, potluck roll, margarine, banana

Tucumcari
Thursday: Meatloaf,
scalloped potatoes, carrot

WAKE UP
with the
QCS

and raisin salad, whole
wheat roll, margarine, tapioca pudding with strawberries
Friday: Italian pork chop,
broccoli with cheese, mixed
vegetables, whole wheat
roll, margarine, grapes,
yogurt
Monday: Chicken
nuggets, baked potato
wedges, cauliflower with
cheese, fruit cocktail
Tuesday: Baked fish, tartar sauce, cole slaw, mixed
vegetables, hushpuppy,
banana pudding
Wednesday: Swiss steak,
baked potato, cabbage,
whole wheat roll, margarine,
pineapple chunks

Jeff Gonzales
March 15, 1963 – May 11, 2017
Jeff Gonzales long time resident of Tucumcari, NM
passed away Thursday, May
11, 2017, in Albuquerque,
New Mexico.
Jeff was born March 15,
1963, in Raton, New Mexico
to Gilbert and Rachel Gonzales. Jeff graduated from Roy
High School in 1982. He was
a member of St. Anne's
Catholic Church, Sons of the
American Legion in Logan,
H.O.G.
(Harley
Owners
Group) Association, and the
B.P.O.E. Elks Lodge #1172.
Jeff was known for his kind
heart and generous nature,
and his gift for conversation.
Jeff strongly believed that Dan Marino was the greatest
Quarterback of all time, and was a true, die-hard Miami
Dolphins fan. Jeff loved riding his motorcycle, and being
around friends. Jeff's true calling was law enforcement, in
which he was an asset to the Tucumcari Police Department, Quay County Sheriffs Department, and Tenth Judicial District Court. Over his 24-year career in law enforcement, Jeff truly felt he could help his community and we will
never know how many people he helped on an individual
basis.
Surviving Jeff are his children, Jeffrey and Gilley; parents
Gilbert and Rachel Gonzales of Tucumcari; siblings, David
M. Gonzales (Jessica) of Tucumcari, sisters, Jennifer Mason (Chris) of Albuquerque NM, and Debra Helton (Jim) of
Greenville TN; girlfriend, Miranda Wampler of Tucumcari;
nephews, Cory Mason, Seth and Noah Helton; niece, Ashton Helton; numerous aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends.
Jeff was proceeded in death by his paternal grandparents,
Frank and Susie Gonzales and maternal grandparents, Alfonso and Rachel Lujan. Jeff is also preceded in death by
numerous uncles and cousins.
Services celebrating his life will be held Tuesday, May 16,
2017, at St. Anne's Catholic Church. Rosary at 10:00 a.m.
followed by the Mass of the Resurrection at 11:00 a.m. with
Rev. Father Hyginus Anuta as Celebrant. Pall Bearers are
Michael Aragon, Albert Baca, Scooter Mitchell, Gary
Moore, Chris Prieto and Larry Roybal. Honorary Pall Bearers are Pat Herrera, Herman Moralez, Randy Mullins and
Alex Sisneros.
Arrangements entrusted to Dunn Funeral Home of Tucumcari, NM.

Tony C. Ardrey
October 27, 1979 – May 12, 2017
Tony C. Ardrey age 37, former Tucumcari, NM resident,
passed away in Clovis, NM on Friday May 12, 2017.
Tony was born October 27, 1979, In Tucumcari, NM. He
attended the Tucumcari School System. He had worked
for National Carriers in truck repair. He had just recently
moved from Kansa to make his home in Clovis NM.
Surviving him are his children, Darius, Damari, Symphany, and Jayden; his mother, Francine Mills and father,
Jim Engel; siblings, Lashaunna and Louis Engel, Kenneth
Mills and Shaneiva Ardrey.
Services celebrating his life will be Thursday afternoon,
May 18th at 2:00 PM in the Dunn Memorial Chapel with
burial in the Tucumcari Memorial Park Cemetery.
Arrangements entrusted to the Dunn Funeral Home of Tucumcari NM.

Dorothy Mae “Dot” Vogel
March 6, 1918 – April 24, 2017
Dorothy Mae “DOT” Vogel age 99, long time resident of
Tucumcari passed away on April 24, 2017, at Retirement
Ranch in Clovis NM.
Dot was born March 6, 1918, in Buffalo, New York to John
and Leona Walley Vogel. She got her RN degree from Deaconess Hospital in Buffalo in 1948 and graduated from
Houghton College at Houghton New York in 1951. In December 1951 she began a 30 year career in nursing at the
United Methodist Mission Hospital later called Espanola
Hospital in Espanola, NM. In 1983 she moved to Tucumcari NM where she was a member of the Center Street
United Methodist Church. She was an avid counted cross
stitcher and made many beautiful items. In 2012 due to declining health she moved to Retirement Ranch in Clovis.
Surviving Dot is her sister, Gloria “Rusty/Goldie” McLean
and husband Donovan of Ft. Myers, Florida; sister in law,
Teresa Vogel of Chacktowage, NY along with many nieces,
nephews and her longtime friend Dr. Jean P Corey & husband Tom Anderson of Tucumcari.
She was preceded in death by her parents, by her brother, John Vogel and sister, Betty Jane Carlton.
Services celebrating her life will be Friday May 19, 2017,
at 2:00 PM at the Center Street United Methodist Church
beginning at 2:00 PM with Pastor John Barrett officiating.
Interment will follow in the Tucumcari Memorial Park Cemetery. Arrangements entrusted to Dunn Funeral Home of Tucumcari NM.
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The real work is still to come; maintain your working faith

S

chool will be out in
Tucumcari this week and
high school graduation will
take place.
So first, please watch out for all
the youngsters who’ll be out
enjoying the extra time they have.
Besides being a Christian responsibility, because we’ve been so
blessed as a nation, looking out for
the best interests of others is an
American responsibility in honor
of those who’ve given their time,
not to mention in many cases,
their very lives, to protect our
rights and freedoms at home and
abroad (Philippians 2:1-8;
Matthew 20:25-28; Luke 12:48b; 1
Thessalonians 5:12-14).
Many graduates will be embarking into a new stage in their lives.
America is still a land of opportu-

Leonard
Lauriault
◆
Religion
Columnist

nity and our graduates have many
choices, whether or not they stay
in Tucumcari. Even the collegebound can get a start on their postsecondary education here, if not
complete it, depending on their
program of study (you may recall
a recent Quay County Sun article
stating that Mesalands Community

College is New Mexico’s top community college and even had a
higher point rating than the state’s
top four-year college).
So, congratulations graduates.
As young adults, the world is now
your oyster, so to speak.
Now, while I don’t like even the
smell of oysters, I do like the fine
pearls they make. Without regard
to your stage in life, whether you
like to eat oysters or wear pearls,
or both, you must understand that
to benefit from the oyster’s work,
you first must go and get the product of choice, although, the oyster
does the harder work of getting its
own food to produce edible parts
and forming the pearl.
When it comes to our salvation,
God does all the work, but through
obedience, we first have to get

Commissioners amend nuisance ordinance
CORRESPONDENT REPORT

The Tucumcari City
Commission enacted amendments to the city’s nuisance
ordinance on Thursday.
The amendments make
violations of the ordinance
criminal offenses but reduce
the fine for first violations to
$50. Other changes included
eliminating fines for persons
or agencies that try to delay
enforcement of penalties
against property owners for
nuisance violations and
eliminating a requirement
that owners insure vacant
buildings.
The
commission’s
approval came after a public
hearing. No one spoke for or
against the amended ordinance at the hearing, and the
changes were passed after
minimal discussion.
In other action, commissioners:
■ Honored the Tucumcari
High School track and field
team with a proclamation

after the team won the state
Class 3A championship at
the state championship track
meet in Albuquerque on May
6.
■ Approved the creation
of an emergency medical
services manager separate
from the chief of the fire
department.
City
Manager
Jared
Langenegger said combining
the titles has created difficulty, since fire department
knowledge and skills have
little in common with those
needed for emergency medical services. The new position would add a little less
than $60,000 a year in cost,
Langenegger said.
■ Watched as Tucumcari
Police Chief David Lathrom
officially promoted officers
Stephanie Coon and Abel
Cullum to the rank of corporal.
■ Approved the city
staff’s choice for an auditing
firm.
The firm’s name could not

be announced until the contract is signed, according to
Angelica Gray, the city
clerk, who also serves as the
city’s procurement officer.
■ Agreed to allow Jacob
Lopez to sublease property
he rents from the city to his
brother, Albert Lopez. He
currently pays $3,040 a year
to lease the 190 acres, which
he farms.
■ Waived business license
fees for Sun Valley Rides,
which provides carnival
rides for the Quay County
Fair.
Justin Knight, president of
the fair board, said Sun
Valley Rides increases fair
attendance and pays 20 percent of its pre-fair sales to
the county fair and 10 percent of carnival game revenues.

into the position of allowing him
to do that work (Ephesians 2:8-9;
Colossians 2:11-12; Romans 6:3-8,
16-18; Acts 2:38-39; John 14:6;
Matthew 11:28-31; 16:24).
Second, once we’ve become a
Christian, we must take on and
complete the work God has prepared for us to do, thereby, bringing him glory (Ephesians 2:10;
John 17:1-5). Only then, after living faithfully and trying to avoid
sin and seeking forgiveness when
we do sin, we’ll receive the goal
of our obedient faith — eternal life
and rest (Revelation 2:10; 1 John
1:5-9; Hebrews 5:7-9). It doesn’t
matter how short or long we’ve
been a Christian; we have to maintain our working faith until the end
(Matthew 20:1-16; 25:14-46).
So, graduates, go for your oyster

(or whatever appropriate goals you
have). Understand, though, that as
hard as you thought high school
was, the real work is yet to come
as you put to use the knowledge
you’ve gained and learn the real
lessons of life. It will take more
effort on your part to completely
enjoy your rights and freedoms as
an American and the abundant life
in Jesus Christ as a Christian, both
of which I hope you’ll experience.
Remember, anything worth having
is worth the effort to acquire it
(Matthew 13:45-46; John 12:2526; Philippians 2:12-13).
Leonard Lauriault writes about
faith for the Quay County Sun.
Contact him at lmlaur@plateautel.net

School Menus
The following are the
menus for schools in Quay
County for today through
May 25:

House
Thursday
Breakfast: Breakfast burrito, variety of juice and milk
Lunch: Chicken nuggets,
mashed potatoes with gravy,
corn, fruit, milk
Monday
Breakfast: Cinnamon roll,
sausage, variety of juice and
milk
Lunch: Hot dog or chili
dog, fruit, milk
Tuesday
Breakfast:
Scrambled
eggs, sausage, variety of
juice and milk

Lunch: Beef stew, crackers, applesauce, fruit, milk
Wednesday
Breakfast: Peanut butter
with jelly sandwich, variety
of juice and milk
Lunch: Chalupas, corn,
fruit, milk
Thursday
Breakfast:
Biscuit,
sausage, variety of juice and
milk
Lunch: Pizza, fruit, milk

Logan
Thursday
Breakfast: Muffins, cereal,
milk, juice
Lunch: Roasted chicken,
potatoes, cold vegetables,
salad, fruit, milk

Monday
Breakfast: Pancake on a
stick, cereal, milk, juice
Lunch: Frito pie, beans,
broccoli, salad, fruit, milk
Tuesday
Breakfast:
Quesadilla,
cereal, milk, juice
Lunch: Chicken spaghetti,
breadsticks, salad, fruit, milk
Wednesday
Breakfast: Cinnamon biscuit, cereal, milk, juice
Lunch: Hot Pockets, chips,
no bake cookie, salad, fruit,
milk
Thursday
Breakfast: Cooks choice,
milk, juice
Lunch: Sack lunch, chips,
fruit, milk

—
Compiled
by
Correspondent
Steve
Hansen
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LEGAL 59967
May 17, 2017
BEFORE THE NEW
MEXICO PUBLIC
REGULATION
COMMISSION
IN THE MATTER OF
SOUTHWESTERN
PUBLIC
SERVICE
COMPANYS
APPLICATION
FOR
AUTHORITY TO: (1) ISSUE UP TO $550 MILLION
OF
FIRST
MORTGAGE BONDS
DURING 2017; (2) RECOVER CERTAIN REFUNDING
COSTS;
AND (3) ENTER INTO
AGREEMENTS
IN
SUPPORT OF INTEREST RATE HEDGING
INCLUDING
INTEREST RATE LOCKS
AND SWAPS.
SOUTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY, APPLICANT.
Case No. 17-00100-UT
NOTICE TO SPS
CUSTOMERS
NOTICE is hereby given
that:
The following matters
pertaining to the abovecaptioned case are
pending before the New
Mexico Public Regulation
Commission
(“Commission” or “NMPRC”):
1.
On May 5, 2017,
Southwestern
Public
Service
Company
(“SPS” or “Company”)
filed its Application with
the Commission requesting approvals and
authorizations pertaining to securities. First,
SPS requests approval
and authorization to issue and sell up to $550
million first mortgage
bonds (the “FMBs”)
during 2017. According
to the Application, the
aggregate net proceeds
from the potential sale
of the $550 million
FMBs would be used
by SPS for utility purposes permitted under
NMSA 1978, § 62-6-6,
including among others,
for the repayment of
short-term debt initially
used to fund previous
utility capital expenditures and the flexibility
to call outstanding debt
if deemed economical
to the company and
customers. SPS states
that the requested authority would give it
flexibility to enter the financial markets that
are timely with SPS's
capital needs.
2. SPS requests pre-approval of certain costs
associated with refunding SPS higher coupon
bonds if such redemption results in lowering
SPS's embedded cost
of debt. Such refunding
costs would be amortized over the life of the
new bonds and would
include the redemption
make whole premiums,
unamortized underwriting costs and expenses
associated with any
long-term debt that it
refunds prior to maturity. The recovery of any
such refunding costs
would occur only after
the Commission has reviewed those costs in a
future proceeding to ensure that the refunding
costs have reduced the
weighted average cost
of capital reflected in
rates charged to SPS's
New Mexico retail cus-

3. Finally, SPS requests
authorization to enter
into interest rate hedging agreements in support of interest rate
locks and swaps in relation to the FMBs,
which would allow SPS
to reduce market risk
exposure resulting from
changes
in interest
rates that may occur
during the time period
between the authorization by this Commission
to issue the FMBs and
the completion of the
transaction by SPS to
issue the FMBs.
In
eleven previous proceedings, the Commission has authorized
SPS to enter into interest rate hedging agreements.
4. The Commission is required by law to act
promptly on SPS's Application.
5. The present schedule
for this case is as follows:
A.
Any person who desires to become a party
to this case must file a
Motion for Leave to Intervene, pursuant to
1.2.2.23(A) NMAC, on
or before May 25, 2017.
B. Staff shall, and any intervenors may, file direct testimony on or before May 26, 2017.
C.
Rebuttal testimony
may be filed on or before May 31, 2017.
D.
A public hearing will
be held beginning at
9:30 AM on June 2,
2017 at the Commissions Ground Floor
Board Room in the
PERA Building, 1120
Paseo de Peralta, Santa Fe, New Mexico.
6. The procedural dates
and requirements provided herein are subject
to further Order of the
Commission or Hearing
Examiner.
7.
Interested persons
should
contact
the
Commission for confirmation of the hearing
date, time and place at
(505) 827-6956 because hearings are occasionally rescheduled.
8. Any interested person
may appear at the time
and place of hearing
and make written or
oral comment pursuant
to 1.2.2.23(F) NMAC
without becoming an intervenor.
Such comments will not be considered as evidence in
this case.

11. Anyone filing pleadings, documents or testimony in this case shall
serve copies thereof on
all parties of record and
the Commission Staff
by email and first class
U.S. mail. Any such filings shall also be sent
to the Hearing Examiner by email at Elizabeth.Hurst@state.nm.
us. Any such filings
shall be emailed on the
date they are filed with
the Commission.
All
documents emailed to
the Hearing Examiner
shall include versions in
Word or other native
formats if available.
12. The Commission has
assigned Case No. 1700100-UT to this proceeding, and all correspondence and other
communications shall
refer to this case number.
13. Any person who files
testimony shall attend
the hearing and submit
to examination under
oath.
14.
The Commissions
Utility Division Procedures, 1.2.2 NMAC,
shall apply to this case
except as modified by
Order of the Commission or Hearing Examiner. Those Rules are
available
online
at
http://164.64.110.239/n
mac/_titles.htm.

LEGALS
GIVEN that the undersigned has been appointed personal representative of this estate.
All
persons
having
claims against this estate are required to
present their claims
within two (2) months
after the date of the first
publication of this notice, or the claims will
be
forever
barred.
Claims must be presented either to the undersigned
Personal
Representative at the
address at the address
listed below, or filed
with the New Mexico
Tenth Judicial District
Court located in QUAY
County, New Mexico,
located at: 300 S. 3rd
Street, Tucumcari, New
Mexico 88401.
Dated: This 10th day of
May, 2017
/s/ Joan M. Boue
Joan M. Boue, Personal
Representative
2 Granite Court
Roswell, NM 88201
LEGAL 59990
May 17, 2017
May 24, 2017
STATE OF NEW
MEXICO
COUNTY OF QUAY
TENTH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT COURT
Cause NO. D-1010-CV2017-00063

ISSUED at Santa Fe,
New Mexico on May 12,
2017.

IN THE MATTER OF
A PETITION OF FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
FOR Clarence Arthur
Evans

NEW MEXICO PUBLIC
COMREGULATION
MISSION

NOTICE OF PETTION
TO CHANGE NAME

Elizabeth C. Hurst
Hearing Examiner
LEGAL 59881
May 17, 2017
May 24, 2017
STATE OF NEW
MEXICO
COUNTY OF QUAY
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
IN THE MATTER OF
THE
ESTATE
OF
JOHN
ALEXANDER
MIHM, Deceased.
No.
D-1010-PB-201700002
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
NOTICE

IS

HEREBY

TAKE NOTICE that in
accordance with provision of NMSA 1978
Sections
40-8-1
through
40-8-3
the
above captioned Petitioner will apply to the
Honorable Albert J.
Mitchell, Jr., District
Judge of the Tenth Judicial District, Quay
County, New Mexico, at
9:30 am on the 14th day
of June, 2017 for an
ORDER OF CHANGE
OF
NAME
FROM:
Clarence Arthur Copsey
to
Clarence
Arthur
Evans.

LEGALS
LEGAL 59434
May 3, 2017
May 10, 2017
May 17, 2017
May 24, 2017
STATE OF NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF QUAY
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
No.
D-1010-CV-201600094
WELLS FARGO BANK,
N.A., SUCCESSOR BY
MERGER TO WELLS
FARGO HOME MORTGAGE, INC.,
Plaintiff,
vs.
POLLYANNE B. MOBLEY, and if married,
THE
UNKNOWN
SPOUSE
OF
POLLYANNE B. MOBLEY (true name unknown); THE ESTATE
OF
DEWAYNE
B.
MOBLEY, DECEASED;
JULIA HUNT; SONJA
MOBLEY WIHLBORG;
and THE UNKNOWN
HEIRS, DEVISEES OR
LEGATEES OF DEWAYNE B. MOBLEY,
DECEASED,
Defendants.
NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that on June 7,
2017, at the hour of
10:00 a.m., the undersigned Special Master
will, at the front steps of
the Quay County Courthouse, Tucumcari, New
Mexico, sell all the
right, title and interest
of the above-named
Defendants in and to
the
hereinafter
described real estate to
the highest bidder for
cash. The property to
be sold is located at
2423 S Second Street,
Tucumcari, and is situate in Quay County,
New Mexico, and is
particularly
described
as follows:
LOT
FOUR
(4)
IN
BLOCK FOUR (4) OF
THE SUBDIVISION OF

LEGALS
THE COUNTRY CLUB
ESTATE ADDITION TO
THE CITY OF TUCUMCARI, QUAY COUNTY,
NEW MEXICO.
THE FOREGOING SALE
will be made to satisfy a
judgment rendered by
the above Court in the
above
entitled
and
numbered cause on
April 24, 2017, being an
action to foreclose a
mortgage on the above
described
property.
The Plaintiff's Judgment, which includes
interest and costs, is
$61,169.64 and the
same bears interest at
6.875% per annum
from March 25, 2017, to
the date of sale. The
Plaintiff and/or its assignees has the right to
bid at such sale and
submit its bid verbally
or in writing. The Plaintiff may apply all or any
part of its judgment to
the purchase price in
lieu of cash. The sale
may be postponed and
rescheduled at the discretion of the Special
Master.
NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the real
property and improvements concerned with
herein will be sold subject to any and all
patent
reservations,
easements, all recorded and unrecorded
liens not foreclosed
herein, and all recorded

To place an ad:
Call: 575-461-1952
Email: classified@thenews.email

LEGALS
and unrecorded special
assessments and taxes
that may be due. Plaintiff and its attorneys disclaim all responsibility
for, and the purchaser
at the sale takes the
property subject to, the
valuation of the property by the County Assessor as real or personal
property, affixture of
any mobile or manufactured home to the land,
deactivation of title to a
mobile or manufactured
home on the property, if
any,
environmental
contamination on the
property, if any, and
zoning violations concerning the property, if
any.
NOTICE IS FURTHER
GIVEN that the purchaser at such sale
shall take title to the
above described real
property subject to a
one month right of redemption.
Electronically filed
/s/ Nancy G. English
Nancy G. English, Special Master
P.O. Box 1263
Tucumcari, NM 88401
(575) 461-2500
LEGAL 59974
May 17, 2017
CITY OF TUCUMCARI
Notice of Adoption
Ordinance 1144
Notice is hereby given of
the title and of a gener-

LEGALS
g
al summary of the subject matter contained in
Ordinance No. 1144,
duly adopted and approved by the City
Commission of the City
of Tucumcari on May
11, 2017. A complete
copy of the Ordinance
is available for public
inspection during normal and regular business hours in the office
of the City Clerk at the
Municipal Offices, 215
East Center Street, Tucumcari, New Mexico
88401.
ORDINANCE 1144
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING
ORDINANCE 1133 IN ITS
ENTIRETY AND REPLACING WITH ORDINANCE
1144
REGARDING CHAPTER
7.04 NUISANCE IN
GENERAL; 7.06, OUTDOOR AUTOMOTIVE
STORAGE; 7.08, DANGEROUS BUILDINGS;
AND ADDING CHAPTER 7.10 VACANT
BUILDINGS OF THE
TUCUMCARI MUNICIPAL CODE.
The title sets forth a general summary of the
subject matter contained in the proposed
Ordinance.
A general summary of
the subject matter of
the Ordinance is con-

/s/ Marion Payton
Clerk of the District Court
/s/ Perfy Jasper
Deputy

9. Persons with disabilities requiring special
assistance in order to
participate in this proceeding should contact
the
Commission
at
(505) 827-6956 at least
24 hours prior to the
commencement of the
hearing.
10.
Any interested person may examine SPS's Application, exhibits
and related papers by
contacting SPS's offices: Mike McLeod,
111 E. Fifth Street,
Roswell, New Mexico,
phone (575) 625-5499;
Mario Contreras at 790
S. Buchanan Street,
Amarillo, Texas, 806
378-2115; or the Commissions Records Department Room 406 of
the PERA Building,
1120 Paseo de Peralta,
Santa Fe, New Mexico,
phone (505) 827-6968
or online through the
Case Lookup E-docket
link provided on the
Commission's Website
http://nmprc.state.nm.
us/

This
may
be
your
This may be your
day to find it!
weekend to find it!
Our classifieds are
Ourof
classifieds
are full
full
surprises!

of surprises!
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LEGALS
tained in its title. This
notice constitutes compliance with Section 614-6, NMSA.
This ordinance shall take
effect upon final passage, and five days after
final publication
thereof.

HELP WANTED

CITY OF TUCUMCARI
PUBLIC NOTICE
The
Tucumcari
City
Commission will hold a
special work session on
Thursday,
May
25,
2017 at 4:00 p.m., in
the City Commission
Chambers, located at
215 East Center Street,
Tucumcari, New Mexico. The purpose of this
meeting will be to review the interim budget.
Agendas will be available
online at www.cityoftucumcari.com or City
Hall, 215 E. Center St.,
Tucumcari, NM, after
May 19, 2017.

BEVERLY SOLD her
dishwasher the first day
it ran in classifieds.
Awesome!

SPECIAL NOTICES
CLOVIS MEDIA INC.
shall not be liable for
failure to publish an ad,
for typographical errors
or for errors in publication except to the extent
of the cost of that portion of the ad wherein
the error occurred. Cost
adjustment is limited to
the first day insertion.

MISCELLANEOUS

MONROE STREET
Apts. 1002 s. Monroe
Tucumcari.1 & 2 bd.
Starting at $295. Dep.
Required. No pets Sec.
8 ok. 575-708-1582
505-440-9810.

DISH TV – BEST DEAL
EVER! Only $39.99/mo.
Plus $14.99/mo Internet
(where avail) FREE
Streaming. FREE Install ( up to 6 rooms.)
FREE HD-DVR. Call 1800-315-7043.

NEW TODAY!

/s/________________
Angelica M. Gray,
City Clerk
LEGAL 59984
May 17, 2017

APARTMENTS
QUAY COUNTY

IS LOOKING for a reporter based in Clovis.
If you're an energetic
reporter who can spot
news and handle covering such things as city
government, crime and
schools, we want to
hear from you.
Experience is preferred,
but entry-level candidates with demonstrated ability will be considered. We offer a competitive benefits package including medical
and vision programs,
paid vacation and a retirement plan.
Applicants should email
a resume and several
writing examples to Human Resources Director Joyce Cruce at:
jcruce@thenews.email.

ACCOLADE
HOME
Care is seeking a full
time
Registered
Nurse/License
Vocational Nurse with at
least 1 year nursing experience for the field.
For more information
call (575) 763-3311 or
to apply visit: accolade
homecare.com/Careers
.aspx.
A $1000 sign-on bonus
is available.

NEED CAREGIVER
for an adult female
wheelchair bound.
Evening Shift
Sunday-Friday
5pm-8pm
Please call:
575-714-1085
MRS. BUTLER rented
her house on the first
day the ad ran. She
gave us a thumbs up!

ALL real estate advertising in Clovis Media Inc.
newspapers is subject to
the Federal Fair Housing
Act of 1968 as amended
which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference, limitation or discrimination based on
race,
color,
religion,
handicap, family status
or national origin, or an
intention to make any
such preference, limitation or discrimination."
Clovis Media Inc. will not
knowingly accept any advertising in this newspaper that is in violation of
the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in
this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain
of discrimination, call
HUD toll-free at 1-800424-8590.

APARTMENTS
QUAY COUNTY
1 BEDROOM Apartment
In Tucumcari Available
at Plaza Apts.
(575)461-0305

FOR RENT: 2 Bdrm Apt,
partially furnished, includes dishwasher,
washer & dryer,
storage, and 1 vehicle
carport. All electric.
Among the nicest in
town.
Water and trash utility included. $525 per month
with $300
damage deposit. 1st &
last monthÕs rent and
damage deposit
required at move-in. For
inquiries, please call
(575) 461-1195 or
(575) 461-0159 after 5pm
or on weekends.

NICE 1 BR apartment in
Tucumcari, fully furnished incl. Bedding,
TV, cable, internet,
W/D,
all
utilities.
$165/wk or $600/mo.
No text 413-822-4273

Advertsing
Works!

HOUSE FOR RENT
QUAY COUNTY

NEW TODAY!
House For Lease in
Tucumcari
Extra clean house in
move in condition in
Georgtown. All
appliances stay
including washer & dryer.
1 year lease. Security
deposit of $1,000.
Lease per month $850.
No inside animals. Call
575-403-6959.
POW WOW SOUTH
TOWNHOMES,
2/BR, 2/BA.
Call (479)530-8684
or email
powwowsouth@gmail.com

MISCELLANEOUS
CUT THE Cable! CALL
DIRECTV. Bundle &
Save! Over 145 Channels PLUS Genie HDDVR. $50/month for 2
Years (with AT&T Wireless.) Call for Other
Great Offers! 1- 800599-1651

QUAY COUNTY SUN
CAMPERS AND
MOTOR HOMES

CAMPERS AND
MOTOR HOMES

DONATE YOUR CAR,
TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
CALL 1-800-948-7239
EXEDE SATELLITE Internet. Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet anywhere in
the U.S. Order now and
save $100. Plans start
at $39.99/month. Call
1-800-476-0029
GOT KNEE Pain? Back
Pain? Shoulder Pain?
Get a pain-relieving
brace - little or NO cost
to you. Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline Now! 1- 800-9186159

1999 WINNEBAGO
Chieftain Triton V10
34'
long,
mileage
34,819, hydraulic levelers, 2 slide outs, dual
fridge gas/elec., walk
around bed w/underbed
storage, H/AC, generator, plenty of storage inside/out,
hide-a-bed
couch, dinette table,
stove, microwave, tow
bar and especially a
drivers side door. If interested please call
575-762-4617

LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One
press of a button sends
help FAST! Medical,
Fire, Burglar. Even if
you can't reach a
phone! FREE Brochure.
CALL 800-644-2630
SOCIAL SECURITY
DISABILITY BENEFITS.
Unable to work? Denied
benefits? We Can Help!
WIN or Pay Nothing!
Contact Bill Gordon &
Associates at 1-800591-5109 to start your
application today!

STOP OVERPAYING for
your
prescriptions!
SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy service
to compare prices and
get $25.00 OFF your
first prescription! Call 1800-661-3783 PROMO
Code CDC201625

VIAGRA AND CIALIS
USERS! Cut your drug
costs! SAVE $$! 50
Pills for $99.00. FREE
Shipping! 100% Guaranteed and Discreet.
CALL 1-800-956-1792

y
3 slides Triaxle. W/D.
Two large central A/C's
Queen
walk-around
bed. Hide-a-bed sofa.
Two
swivel
chairs.
Large
entertainment
center.
Fireplace.
Dinette
booth.
Electric/gas fridge and
hot
water
heater.
Deluxe bathroom. Rubber roof. Lots of storage inside and out.
Must sell. Located in
Lubbock,
Texas.
$31,500 Please call
210-317-5357

MOTORCYCLES

CARS FOR SALE

2016 FIAT
500X LOUNGE
STILL BRAND NEW!
Very good condition!
White in color,
tinted windows, black
leather interior, navigation, & remote key start
+ many more features!
ONLY 3K MILES!
Asking $22,819
Call: 575-309-9759

2009 YAMAHA YZF R6S
under 500 miles, excellent condition, has been
garage kept and only
one
owner.
$6,200
OBO Call 575-2184739.

FOR SALE 2007 Buick
Lucerne CXL, 3.8 V6,
super clean, excellent
condition, leather, only
44,000 miles, $8,750
575-749-3032
2012 JAYCO
MELBOURNE CLASS C
MOTOR HOME
Model 29D, 13,300 miles,
excellent condition, 3
slides,
walk-around
queen bed, electric/gas
fridge and water heater,
one-piece rubber roof,
automatic hydraulic leveling system, 4KW gas
generator, 16' awning,
electric step, 19” & 32”
two flat screen TVs, full
body paint & many
more extras, inside
storage when not in
use. 575-693-6487

ROYAL TRAVEL 37 ft.
FIFTH WHEEL
**Showroom Quality**

CARS FOR SALE
2006 MAZDA6
4 door all electric
cruise control keyless
entry nice, clean car
DOES NEED A
MOTOR, clean title
asking $750.
For more info call
575-693-3078.
A&A LOANS at 423 E.
Rt. 66 Tuc. N.M. Will be
taking bids on a 1992
Chev K-15 Vin #
1GNFK16K3NJ308954
Min. Bid may be
required. All bids will be
taken, but can refuse
any bid under minimun
bid. Cash Only No
Checks or Credit
Cards. Bids will be taken from 05/17/17 till
05/26/17
A&A LOANS at 423 E.
Rt. 66 Tuc. N.M. Will be
taking bids on a 1992
Ford PK VIN #
1FTEX15NXNKB77338
Min. Bid may be
required. All bids will be
taken, but can refuse
any bid under minimun
bid. Cash Only No
Checks or Credit
Cards. Bids will be taken from 05/17/17 till
05/26/17

MRS. BUTLER rented
her house on the first
day the ad ran. She
gave us a thumbs up!
Thank you Mrs. Butler!

TRUCK/VAN/SUV
2014 FORD Super
Cab XLT, ½ Ton P/U,
V-6, 3.7 Ltr, tow
package,
24,000
miles,
purchased
new. Call 806-7891502 Clovis

HEALTH CARE
IF YOU USED THE
BLOOD
THINNER
XARELTO and suffered
internal bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hospitalization or a loved
one died while taking
Xarelto between 2011
and the present time,
you may be entitled to
compensation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1-800-535-5727
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